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| OS 0 I Auto t world, to 4 
GX WV S and c men All eyes are upο 
them, nd if they a8 kenbfn they wilt ber: hated 
and envied by many. Thes is has heen inal agen. 
ee gtzarapoſtle/of ** Gets; though*one' of 
4 the moſt faichſul and men that ever” 
lived, was .traduced 1 — the famous church of 
„ Genn, e eg and eee eee, 
to be regarded); und chough:rmiondl 8 
ever ullow, that wie wan May alten hb 
2 —_—— the welcomes 12 8 2 
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1 — thor in 95 5 e firſt they pter 1 — 
epiſtle j where we may alſo note, that Riis abſur- 
or and wickedneſs hat ny practiſe to this coy, | 
O connecting the goſpel itſelf with the character 
it's Preachers is as.01d as tile ipotles* tie; For : 
becauſe Paul had acquainted them with his Jelign © | 

viſixing them, but had not done 1 deceitful men 
not only iaſinuated that he was à fa ien bur Gat 
his preaching was ſo too; yea and nay, inconſiſt- 
ency and nonſenſe not to be regarded, s if the 
weakneſs or iniquity of men were any ar ument 

avoir che tit of God ere nl ui 10 Ar- 
proof of Har a men are naturafy>incline® to 

2 natnely)\that they are rebels we/ "2c pe tat , 

for it is a maxim with ſubjects, That their fob 

can do no wrong; thereby imputing the evi 3 

that are done, to his miniſters and ſervants : Where: 

in tlie cult beforsius; the KING of heaven. is blat 

pbengerk his goſpel and His ferviceſlig ted; eder 

the covert / of the hy poctiſy'oforhetss And Roe 
who can make the Lesben or eviks of teachers or 
profeſſots an excuſe for their o neglect of: reli- 
gion, are in ſome meaſure guilty of this madiieſs 
for let men he ever ſo ĩmperfett vr falſe; Chriſt and 


<+ not have this unte seign ober ue Nom of2 


0 vw. agoact 203) © eee ee caw .qbavi. 
* che recurring to the evils of others to excuſe out 
on neglect, is a falle vn ſo uit often þ 
unh thoſe who. go: Aherein, that hat they dlledges 
ainiſt others is not trus; which wanthe-caſt chere: 


A alter azo vingicat|on! of the apoſtie and bis; 


L101 - , 2 


his goſpel is eternal truth ; therefore allt hoſer H 
do not receive the ſame; implicitly: ape We wilt. + 


apRene: | 


1 


commendation to or from 
half, ſince the ſaving effects of their l 
mained in indelible characters, written in 7 heir 
hearts by the Spirit of the vin God ? Where 
teachers: are not knows, they need epi iſtles of com- 
mendation to introduce them 3 hich is an apoſto- 
r cùſtom, and which many in our day have nat ſuffi · 
ciently regarded, Acta 18. 23. Bur:when perſons 
have experienced the faying power of. their preachs 
za that Str a greater confirmation of their divine 
„red than human: letters Gan de. However, 
h theiapoRleimproves this evidence to ſilence 
a - he:; would! not any think that. 
1 ky ſufficiency in themſelves for this work 


nch not e much as to hint any thing as of  them- 


felves : Not to regulate their thoughts, or form 
any" \ juſt; conciuſions. But ſays he, AH our A. 
ciency id L Cet, 1 pho. ale hath made 1s a 
"miniſters of the New:t not 'of "the letter but 


of the ſpirit ; for the letter killeth, | but the, ſpirit. 


giveth lie. In which, words you naturally obferve, 


Who ir is that makes goſpel miniſters, the ſubject. 

of their miniſtry, and the effect of it: Each af 
which |, ſhall endeavour briefly to enplain and 
improve on this eee as e may be 
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PRs W wot K ia ;/te@_labour 
ta reroncili fignets: to (ahd, z and to imagine 20 
ont to beaſit for that work, holt not aruly re- 
© condiled; binaſc(f,, is one of the fut · bonn of abſurs 
nes. All know that the more baifted. or Crafcy 
an enemy is, the more he is to be aveided and 
guarded agaioſt. inſtrad of :being :xatryſted with 
gur maſt weight yraffairs: And: what nat ö of 
blaſpliemy, 10 prejend: chat the mbib High will do 
fo! 8 lays} * All things: are, of; Hod, 
„bo hath.recontiled:. ut um himiclf by: Jeſus 
given i us the mim H= 
e tancfliat ien, chap. g. 18. This in God's order 4 
he fr ſt reranciles ph petſon;::amiakes- him: A NEW 
ata urg, an im the. a ao ene gives 
e | A943. 3 BUY he 
A. h L KY z Lv Ke. c 


ihe [nt e 
how can carnal men perform.it Þ Our Lord aſſured 
3 maſter in Iſtael tat, „ Expept 3 be ern 
Aan, hecmbt forthe kingdom of od 2* /Apd 
if he cannot ſ% it, how can he act im ic as he 
ought? The natural man receiveth not, neither 
can. ** know the things of the 5 1 22 8 
for thisireaſ6n, be ecavſc they e 
© Simple a Hy be gat þ 

prefiion: Trane cart 


* 


| eee ape uſe — » Goliney — 
| By. of their names, will never be able to product 
Ain ds the en i Raids fort! Hs for inſtanci 
che We idea of tiptic and colours: cünfot he bad 
Bot by pereetwing chem wirr our ght ; withemt 
which eee bling man cbuld get no cdearet = 
 Vhetillen of rare, Lult. was ttke che ſounu 
( of a trümpet.“ 0 And revelation informs ua. 
tat che way by -which the ſpirit of truth guideg his 
people inte all trüth, is by. receiving of the thing 
* N * e the 1 25 5 Why | 


Fn und wit . 
ts Hs wk bs wr e 7 
. gt 


— for yer — 5 bee 97 8 e vgs 
that he ſuffered; and being = FA sf 
- faccour them that are dens Hig 'T would dere 
„this poiat by a familiar iniſtaae: We are - not 
from Cape Cud, which id well known do be a flag 
8 ee ſo chat it is an es 


Ir quic | ; 
— 5 Foy tots” by.7 ay . 2 0 2 1 95 7 ä 


© 3 s eſſiy on n1derſtznding, 6.. 3 Cap. 7. 8. * 


feet! — — will: ventute found, the 


Cape with ſuch a pilot? Don't each one rather 
give in to the old maxim, that, nothing teaches like 
aperiencs;? Let in the caſe before us many are. ſo 
far from allowing it, that we have maſters in our 
ls  Thrael, who would take it as: an affront. to be aſked, 
W.-- „ EY had W N be neus 5 8 1 
; no 


3. No man can Walt hom 157 er of wincipts thin f 


"ap until he is born from above; yet as ſurely 4 
_ Ehriſt ſpeaks true, no man can be bis difcipl 
how, much leſs his miniſter ?) except he 

_ bimſelf, and take up his 'crofs and follow Chriſt. 
Men may, and often do, deny one luſt to gratify 
another ; may croſs luxury to gratify covetouſneſs, 
'or crofs covetouſtieſs to indulge luxury or ambition: 
Yea, may in ſome ſenſe croſs all theſe - to eſtabliſh 
felf-righteouſneſs ; yet ſti] they get no higher than 
ſelf; they do not deny (elf, chen ore ſuch cannot 
de fie to be Chriſt's miniſters ; for his miniſtets 
preach not bemſelves, but Chriſt Jeſos the Lord, 
and themſelves the church's fervants for Jeſos fake. 
And the way they are brought to this is, God be 
commanded the light to Sint out of darkneſs, bath 
Hined in their hearts, to give the Tight of the know- 
Edge of his glory. This; and this'only can and doth. 
ve them to act from more noble principles, than 


' Preach by faith, and in theit condołt to lool ro ching 
e which are eternal, 2Cor. 45 556. 95 18. . 4 


1 Al allow the iikiſters wordwedeeys great and 


ial, in — they * . —— — 
P3 


* 


E -ſeeking and ſelf. righteouſneſs: :* It enables them to 


* 


in with you; an hey wie to be dg inthe ace 
that is in füm: But how can that be Without » 
wich him; eve 45 the branch has with -the, i 
Without which he aſſures us that we can do 24 * 
and the words before our tent tell us that 4% eur 
fſuſſicieney is ef Gad. Ho far he may gird thoſe 
who ktiow him not for particular putpoſes, 1 leave 
but how can any ſoul plead for promiſed aſſiſtanee 


| they have mot believes Ru nos JT + of hat a 5 


got” 14 | 


Therefore. face. men 3 he MTN them. 
cher before they can heartily. ſeek. for others re. d 
cConciliation to God ; ſince it is neceſſary to be ſp. 
9 taught in * — to 1285 others ſpiritual. 
and co be ſupernaturally eoligh: ned in order. 
— above ſelf, and. to have acquaintance with, 
aud. a truſt in Chriſt, in order to plead his promiled. 
ſſiſtance ; how Clear is the evidence that he makes 
men new creatures in order to make them his mi- 
niſters ? If any ſhould alledge Juda againſt chis, L 
would only afk, whether they chink his ett; 
ample was for imitation, or for warning? If they 
think for Imitation, then ho many traitors Ha: 
we have? If for warnings then let us take 1 0 aud 
bewate of ſuch men. And by the yay I would 


have them remember that Judas s commiſtion 155 5 


limited to the national church; the Pute 8 ofpet. 
51. com miſſion was givea to the eleven, after Judas was: 
'to his on plate,” Mar. 10. '5, 6. and 28. 18, 
10. If to evade all this any will 1 8 we cantidt 
Edo who are born again 
bn nas ed we . Sous Ie 
; '2 7 


ith, for: how ball they ee e £90 1 


and who not. 41 replys = 
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Leeder eee e aide Nene 
miniſters by gie 3 ſpecial ifa for that Work. 
2 0 0 Prom ſuppoſin chatcrenui 15 


g neh were gltcs! for. 


Fave 25s 
Paſtors and Nene bays „Bpb. 
both to underſtand; and to emHöniente e 
things, to the inſtruction and edification of 2 '; 
and the command is, Ar every nit bath rittrved 
* gift, even ſo miniſter, &c. Le the gift de: e- 


| no limitation as 92 that, but man that God 
has given the gift to, he 
Probe the fame as e Netbard of bi manifeld 


3 and _— 8 8 irit he reaches | them tt 


81h ore "la ly mern 

1 N adore 

A key, Me ole e 
ing 17 l to:call and les Apart ta. 
| he has prepared 9 elo. 


tus tus people an unalienable right to judge c 
ers, kj 8 ate Fai loxds aver their faith, 


1 
TS: 


43 of Corio h, 1 [peg 
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„ Diſcoure on an r p: 2 the n 


Joy i and Paul himſelf 1 550 to. the., 


; Whew our Lerdlaſeended os agb. % 
Ni Special gifts 


d by mote pubſic or more Pare means, there 
comin b them to im- 


— 


As he ha e one ig imps A, the gs 
| that are given to him, ſo he. has ragte og. 
oe ſuch st 


Leg HATE mens : 
8 Ne And ee 19 7 0 — 


0 14 —— tnlviſters; rave 2 
mimiſter ĩal authority i but l ia Dr, Ohe, 1965-10 
laſt: century, hav Raced bis mattes roggod/ ere 
Says hes * Theroffice of the miniſtry for the conti- 
2 10ation- of the church-ſtare, and nette * 
aden ſecured, 1054 By: 0 oli 
appoinument,-of our Lord Jefus Chrifh, / 
"Horedhing: ber office, add Sing dete for I's 
„N 28 4e. Epb. 493. 64. By ty cee 
tance: ng/uats his promife to communicate 
«f initaubgifes unto men, for the minifteria} di- 
_ 4}fieatian/of the church: That this hel deb ſo 
8 * cονjmuue 10 do, thab it is the principal” external 
4 evidence of his abiding in the diſcharge of | his 
„ mediatery offer. ($3.) On the duty of believers, 
«+ or of the chureh, which is to choeſe, call, and 
*+ ſolemaly ſet apart unto the office of the miniſtry; | 
foch as the Lord Chrift, by bir Spirig, hath made 
meet tor it, according unta the rule of his word. 
„ And thoſe who plead: for the continuation of a 
« fucceſſive auiniſtty. without reſpet unto theſe 
- * things, without reſolving both the authority and 
office of it unte them, do but erect a-diad images 
« or embrace a dead carcale, inſtead: of: the living 
< and life giving inſtitutions of Chriſt. "ny take 
« away. the ary a pi and ſet * . end 
* N 1 Nec dee, 15 N 
105 | 4 OE TO i ye u. 1 


n cn the og of lake arcs N. 
* . * ; 


which i in our tent is  deſerived bot or atively 4 
of: the: ons $: — to explain” the: letter "of ha r 
ruritten and engraven in tones is named, the tenor 


of which i is. Ha man da them, be ſhall tive in ubem 
but cur ſed i is every one that doth them not, Levi 18. 
Gal. g. 10, 12. which is therefore here called, the 


miniſtralion of death, becauſe no man upon carthł 
docth thoſe precepts, the penalty then is the cer iii 
conſequence. This is the le 


that which is aboliſbed, it appears that the ceremoni- 
al law is alſo included, which, though a ſhadow of 


good things to come; yet the letter of it enjoined 


a multitude of. offerings and works to be done by 
that people, enforced Ah terrible penalties on thoſe 
who: did. them not. Indeed the whole miniſtry of 
| Moſes is intended, which wWüs very ' glorious, and 
ſhined with great luſtre in the manner of giviog the 
law, and in the many tokens that were given of tis 
being taught and ovned of God ia his miniſtrations: 
yet When Moſes was read by the Jews, the vail was 
ſo upon their hearts, that they could not fed. 
| faſtly leok to the end of that which is, aboliſhed. 
They ſtuck in what the letter required of them, 


without beholding the perfect fulfillment both of the , 


moral and ceremonial law in the great Meſſiah : 
Which leads us to conſider the ſpirit which giveth 


Ai; which is here alſo called the new- eflamentr. * 
This cannot mean ineerly that, parc of the bible that is 


ſo ealled in diſtinctipn from the reſt 4, for the apoſtles 
made abundant uſe of the old-teſtament in their 
ks and drew evangelical inſtructions. fro alk 


* 


r but ert 
poſt les mentioning that which ia one away and 


„ 


2 | i 4 E oe WOE 4 3 RG. SS 
4% 2 Hg „ 32 — r It ig. 1 Tal oh » 
Yor teſtament means the fa 


a perſon orders his affairs, —— 05 1 
Bu Kathe th thinks 255 2 here it.p 


old. Wd 
_ and a7 that 
with glory, and 8 and. "ſet him « over FOUR works 
f his hands, and to make known to m his will, - 
the tenor on which he ſhould. enjoy by rh 
| and happineſs, even perfect obedience to his. aw. and 
= tranſgreſſion ſhould ſtrip him of life, and all. 
Man ſinned and ruined. himſelf. and bis. poſterity : 


72 


things are put into the hands of the ſecond Adam, 
who is the Lord from beaven ;; and who will = 
due all things unto. himſelf, yea a, will ſwallow up 
d death in victory. Aer * Sv 45 4 er. 18, 457754" 
* 6 ae e $i 135 11 2 5 1 548. et $8.24: | 
727 
Some notice 
arents ſoon after the fall, under the name 
ed of the woman who ſhould bruiſe the 
; 1. A9 4 he was. further Qromiſed' fo 
1 8 8 Wo $ ſeed. all the families of tze 
- earth 1 ould be ble 1 wi This ne w. teſtament way 
qe 1 clearl 0 opened in the goſpel, Wich 
; This was made of a woman, 1 
by. his obe Rare. and ſuffetin 


Therefore ſince the fitſt Adam is An fallen, all 


7h | chis zteat deliverer was gf i ven to 9 


\ 


000 po a irs ye wa 
| to-beh6td: 5 of the Lord, Wheret 


giveth Tie, is intended the way: of ule” by 5 


Chriſt's rigghreoulniefs; atidvf; ci ir 
Kearion by the power of the huly: Ghoſt!) 


dn the fout to tive g God. This ads 685 


 ktter kills when it comes wich light and power b. 


conttartety of the beart to God, and Hnidg Aae zuſt 
ſentence of death in the cotſcience' hereby all wir 


neſs of Joirit, and not l rt 


4 to 2 wry the 21 | finks i Seen 


beafts, aid ge e with oy ned 


changed into fis image. From all-whic 
that; by the Neweteſtament, and t 


thay well be laid to gle —— there's hve 
from the law-ſenterice of death. and the other fre 
the power of corroptiph which is pita death, ant | 


; $7 A #1 ay aces i, . 
III. To ebbfider che effect of ile g ſpel: | 
The: letter kajleth, but the ſpicis' gioeth 1 


on the mind, by laying» open ch rr 


hopes they have built on the life of their N, ha 
give up the ghoſt. Thus out apoſtle ſays, . Sin 
revived and I died; but when the letter had killed 
him, the Spirit of God reveslell his Stn in mn, ag 
drew bis ſoul to a marriage Union to. Hm ub f. 
raiſed from tht dead, that he might ferve'1 in new. 
E lane "of: why! letter, 
Rom: 7. 4—10. Bot where the letter obly*Hs . 
preached, it killeth, as it takes be and couragefe = - 

men, becauſe the law requires: what it Swen u 


nts 41 i thee 


things 


7 


— for fear chereof; or elſe,” ſuppoſing] ſuch 
teaching to be right, people go on in a rouad of 


duties with a name to live while they are dead, and 


the 3 en tlie e N * into eter⸗ 


e 1 * Brethren, we may 1 125 1. The 
vaſt importance of the goſpel miniſtry. Nothing 


leſs than the affairs of life and death are concerned 


therein; not ſuch a tranſitory. one as we have 
here ; no, I is nothing leſs than the eternal life, or 
eternal. death of precious ſouls. If miniſters are e- 


nabled to be faithful, they may be inſtrumental of 


the life of many; of ſaving themſelves, and thoſe 


that hear them, 1 Tim. 4. 16. But if otherwiſe, 


they know not how much miſchief they may do; 


zom many blind ſouls they may lead to deſtruction, 


nor how many righteous ones they may make ſad. 
O my fathers and brethren in the miniſtry, how 


ſhould theſe things rouſe us all up! How ſhould 
they move us all to ſearch our hearts and ways, and 
: cauſe each one to exert himſelf in his ſtation, not 
counting his life dear unto himſelf, ſo that he might 
' finiſh his courſe with joy, and the miniſtry he hass 
received to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of Gd li 
And did chriſtians view theſe things as they ought, 


how careful would it make them concerning thoſe 
whom they received into the miniſtry ?. And alſo to 
pray for their miniſters more, and to truſt them leſs 
than many do. Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
Surely: none are of themſelves ; and yet if perſons 
have received benefit by any inſtrument, how 


Prone are e they to expect the like again without 


ing to * fountain of all good? Bd | 
e <hriſtians | 


1 
* 
Bag” | 
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cchriſtians more clearly view theſe things as they are, 
they would be engaged to commit their miniſters 
and themſelves too more earneſtly unto Him who is 


* 


all in all to his people. The great apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, notwithſtanding all his gifts and attain- 
ments, ſeemed as if he could not write one e- 
piſtle without ſtirring up the ſaints to this duty, ſay- 
ing, © Brethren, pray for us; pray for us that the 
* word of the Lord may have free courſe and be 
* glorified ; ftriving together with me in. your 
** prayers,” &c. And ſurely there is great encou- 


ragement fo to do, for when God appears in his 


glory to build up Zion, he will regard the: prayer 
of the deſtitute, a not . _ Prayer. Pſa. 
205. 17. 5 Wi 


„ . Hence ſee the great importance of ever _keop- 
ing law and goſpel in their diſtin place, fince one 
Kills, and the other gives life. The law is good if 

we uſe it lawfully. It's proper uſe is to ſhew us 


avhax we ought to be, and in that _ to Convince 
us that we are not ſuch, for by the law. is the 
knowledge of An; but if it is made uſe of to teseh 
ſouls, how to obtain the divine favor, or how to ob- 
'tain eternal life, it is then put out of it's proper place. 
Though we hear many cry out, what ! muſt we 
teach finners no duty till they are converted ? 


yes, by all means ; teach them their indiſpenſable * 
obligation to keep the whole law, and that they are 


bound over to anfwer for every neglect of its at the 


great tribunal. This many conceit is too ſtrict, and 
often plead for an abatement of the law, like the un- 


Juſt ſteward, who for a hundred would wit filty 


'& four bene But what is this abatement? Is it 


like 


and diſtinguiſhed from Legalifti, 19 


like EzekiePs hearers; to come before God as ble 


people; and with their month to ſhew much love, while 


cheir heart goeth after their coveteouſneſs ̃ The 
fam of the law is to love God with all our hearts, and 


our neighbours as . ourſelves 3 and Jeſus” ſaid, This 


do and thou fbalt live. But the lawyer, willing to 
juſtify himſelf, left God out of the queſtion and ſaid, 
Who is my neigbbour 2 Fhis is a notable abatement 
indeed | In trying rebels, for the judge to leave the 
Kiag out of the queſtion; and only try how they 
had behaved to each other l Yet how poorly does 
be make out even ia this way? For by the inſtance 
of a man that fell among thieves, our Lord ſhews 
_ that: a' Samaritan (with whom they would have 
no dealings) diſcovered ſuch loue to a proper ob- 
ject of compaſſion, as both their Prieſt and Levite 
did not, Luk. 10. 29—37. So have I known fome 
who would quote that ſummary of the divine re- 
quirement in Mica. 6. 8. and evidently rife- no 
higher in their notion of doing juſtly, than juſt 
dealing towards men; as if robbing God of his 
jut due, which is all the heart, all the ſoul, ſtrengteh 


and mind; did not demand ſatisfa&ion! Vea, and 


how often is it now found; that many who profeſs to 
walk humbly with God in-the forms of religion, yet 
pay little regard to anſwering their juſt engagement 
co "ap or to ſhow ws to rpg "wit" as — 
_ #2 d BY +7 5 


7 If we come to a ea this t e 3 1 
that the Lord had commenced an action agaialt It 
rael for their ingrautude and diſobedience; and cab 
id the mountains and hills ro:be judges of their file 


. 3 ſoon fa ſar 9 could not ftand 


4 - the 
- — * 


— — —. 


a . 


the trial, and enquired how they:ſhould make up 
the matter; whether he would not be pleaſed if they 
brought large offerings, or a multitude of them? 
And if irrational victims would not do, whether hu- 
man ones would not pleaſe him? And they talk of 
offering the fruit of their body for the fin of their 
foul. * The anſwer is, he hath " Graves thee O man 
what is good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to-do juſiy? &c. He had ſbewed them 
in the foregoing chapter, that out of Bethlehem HE 
ſhould come forth that is to be ruler in Iſrael, whoſe 
goings forth have been from everlaſting 3 and thac, 
this mas ſball be the peace. God requires no more 
than his juſt due, and this God- man, and he only 
can pay it. He only has opened a way for righ - 

teouſneſs and peace to 15 each other | in the Wee 5 
e by | e 


eme imagine 3 by Wy ah, Fes meaning 
of ſcripture is intended ; and by ſpirit ſome myſti- 
cal meaning that is hid under it; and from hence 
they call the word, a dead letter; but how-greatly 
do ſuch miſtake the text ? The letter illeub, and 
certainly that which actively kills others can't be a 
dead thing itſelf, The —＋ is as plainly written 
as the law, and our Lord's conſtant method of re- 
pelliag ſatan was by what is written; and when the 
tempter tried to enſnare him in the ſame way, he 
did not depart from it to myſtical meanings, but 
produeed another text which detected his perverſion 
of that. A great variety of improvements may be 
made of all parts of ſcripture, while one conſiſtent 
meaning runs through the whole; and thoſe who 
venture to depart from that, know not what delus 
_ _ _ run into. "0. 


i ot es aa 


to underſtand the ſcriptures, but the rule is the ſame 
in the dark as in the light, and is the ſame in itſelf 
before we underſtand its uſe, as when we are beſt 
{killed therein; though without the light we can- 
not ſee it, and without being taught. we cannot ufe _ 
it aright; what the Spirit does, is to give us light 
ſkill and ſtrength to uſe it as we ought. I know it 
is. pleaded, that the ſcriptures know nothing of par- 
- ticular: perſons and caſes now, and that this wand 
muſt be ſupplied by the Spirit, which therefore they! 
would have to be a rule ſuperior to the word. 
To which I reply, that the beſt: laws of any ſtate 
know nothing of the names and particular circum- 
ſtances of thouſands that are under them; yet 
when thoſe laws are well underſtood, and duly 
applied, they ſerve well to ſettle the various caſes 
that occur ; or if in ſome caſes they fail, it is be- 
cauſe human laws are imperfect; but the divine 
laws are not ſo ; they are perfect, and therefore are 
ſofficient t haroug bly lo furniſb the man of God unto 
all good works. 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And the meek 
he wil guide in judgment, and the meek he will 
teach his way; but to pretend that we have a rule 
within us that leads us in any reſpect contrary to 
God's written word, diſcovers a temper as contrary 
| to true; meckneſs, as it would do for x judge to af- 
ſume a power to diſpenſe with the 1 d or 
| eee Site ern fon" 


Thoſe holy men that God „ publiſh 
the ;New-teſtament as well as the old, he gave de» 
moaſtration to the world of their. . authorit x 
de to do, and coyfrmed the word with figns f lm: 


22 Evangelical Miniſters deſeribes,- 


ing. Mar. 16. 20. How great then muſt bb theis 

deluſion, 1 any imagine that the divine Spirit in 
them will teach them to judge ot act contrary to 
what he formerly moved holy men to write } Yer 
are there not ſome even in this concourſe of people 
(for I mean to ſpeak plainly) that profeſs. to be ſo 
ſpiritual as not externally to regard ſome of the plain 


commands of Chriſt, who at the ſame time depend 


not on a righteouſneſs wrought without them, but 
on what is wrought within them? But if we de- 
pend upon any inward frames or exerciſes as the 
matter of our juſtification and acceptance with God, 
we at really build upon the letter as any formaliſt 
in the world; all the difference lies in the mode of 
deing; for the letter is do and live, and the doing 
it requires is love to God and man, and a behavior 
agreable thereto, and who does not know that love 
has its ſeat within? So that inward: doings are as 
plainly the letter as any thing that is outward, and 
to depend upon either of them is directly 3 0 
1 . on Him 1 Jute tbe angodlyc 


Tha law. requires a right tewp per 250 A 
3 Iwill if they will, = gives no ſuch 
thing z the goſpel. reveals Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
and gives the Spirit to write the law in aur hearts 
with. this tenor, I will and tbey ſball, Gal. 3. 10 
14. Heb, 8. 10 In the oldack of the letter the 
promiſe is always predicated upon ſomething good 

in the creature; but the newneſs of the Spirit reſts 
the ; promiſe. intirely; upon the merits of the Savior, 
and the truth. of the promiſer; and hence ariſes 
that important diſtinction, which cee inſiſts 
e * unge. . 
eg E. 7 
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And here I would obſerve, that many greatly x 
- miſtake themſelves about holding to ſalvation by 
ace. Becauſe the bleſſings they hope to receive 
are of infinitely greater value than their doings, 
therefore they ſuppoſe they hold to grace and not 
debt. But could Adam if he had ſtood, or can 
any angel in heaven now, ſuppoſe that there is any 
thing lik aan equal value between their beſt obedi- 
ence and moſt devout ſervice, and eternal life'? 
Surely no. Well then, according to this notion, 
all the favors beſtowed by the Creaton on men ar 
angels, is all not debt but grace, and the apoſtles long 
talk of a diſtinction between them was all either 
impertinence or impoſition l But if men would 
duly conſider, they may know, that by the laws of 
men, where there is a fair promiſe made of a par+ 
ticular ſum upon a certain condition, if the condition 
is fulfilled, the law will oblige the promiſer to pay 
the ſum, let it be ever ſo much greater than the 
value of the condition that is performed. Debt id 
to pay what is engaged ; and do not all know that 
a gift to the needy and miſerable is quite anothee 
ching ? And if any ſhould come to beg for help 
and yet ſhould fo forget themſelves as to dictate to 
others how much to give, and alſo claim it as their 
right, inſtead of humbly aſking for it as a free fa- 
,your ; would not men foon diſcern the difference? 
IT more will not the hero W 


| Perhaps men a blind el in out PEN, com 
cerning this matter, as much under the word faith, 
n F the wore _ 


wand Wr 8 P . _— 
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Vords, but in religion ſcarce any are more contro- 
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about huchan affairs, it is as eabily bade ſtood as « 


verted ; and what can be the cauſe of it but ir's 
| being turned from i it's proper meaning 1" "oy 


Aſſent to a report that comes with proper: evi 
4 of its truth, is the plain nature of faith, the 
influence the report has upon us is the effect or ex- 
erciſe of faith; but it is ſuppoſed by multitudes, 


8 that devils: and hypocrites aſſent to the ſame truths 


the ſaint does, and therefore that ſomething more 
belongs to the nature of the ſaint's faith than aſſent 
to truth ; but I humbly conceive that this is a great 
miſtake.: The devils, and ſometimes wicked men, 
believe that there is one God that will puniſh ſin- 
ners, ſo as to make them tremble z yet there are 
two parts of truth on which our ſalvation turns that 
they never have aſſented to: One is, that the con- 
demning ſentence againſt them is juſt ; the other 
is, that God can, find. in-his-heart-to ſave thoſe who 
. their own but ſin. The evidence 

of theſe truths ſhine as clear in the ſcriptures, as the 
ſun does in the firmament; but we have our 
Lord's own teſtimony that, Every one that | doth 


& evil bateth the light, neither cometh to ibe light, 


left bis deeds ſhould be reproved And this is their | 
condemnation,” John 3. 19, 20. Yet we have many 
maſters ſince Nicodemus's day who will dare to 
ny what our Lord here: aſſerts. They allow it to 
be ſo with many, but not with every one; the na- 
tural conſequence of which is, for them to ſuppoſe 


ie unjuſt, for thoſe who have ſome good ideas and 


diſpoſitions, not to have a better claim to ſalvation 


than — and from hence Proceed the exclama- 5 


1 


* 


7 


1 


* 


don't all men know chat his doings can never be 


2 — Lasern a righteous. for. 
tence, there could be no room te complain of in» 


Juſtice if all were exeeuted, nor to-Uoubt uf it be- 


ing intirely of grace if any were pardoned. And 


how abſurd is it co 1 that God wilt parden 


fy one Too} Bill it comes to on his juſtice ? For 
without that they can never be truly peconcited to 


government, nor he honored in their fals ation. 


KF fd, then how at 


them! For all doings before reconciliation/are 


| 1 putting off for the preſent. ma if they believell 


they were juſtly condemned, how could they bear 


© with delay leſt the door ſhould be mur againſt them 


- fotever. And if they believed that God ſpeaks the 


— 


nerd, what duties coutd they do befort they re- 


True wu 


| al 26 aka wank. 03840 | 
_ Nip from his confinement, and do ever ſo mueh in 


hopes 


of being again received as a good ſubject, 


true obedience to the authorley that condemned him, 


an that authority either reverſes the ſentence; or 


him a pardon ? And now let us ſee what fort 
Sofaich thofe people have, who are not ready to 


ne 10 Chriſt no9, . er ate An ving for | 


It 


Id are all thofe notions (of 
Which our world is full). chat finners in general be- 
lieve the goſpel to be true, _ that they bave u 
great deal to do in order to get its bleſſings applied 


truth when he proclaims pardon to the Bie bd 
revel, bis bo and el to er jet — ol is | 


2 — eee a 3 entgnge out . 
them, and they fear they ſhould ſignals 2 
to come as they are, but they hope by and e 


it appear that the Judge was miſtaken in his ſen- 
tence, and that though they had been drawn into 
ſome very diſagreable things, yet that they are 
now ſo well diſpoſed, that they ought to be re- 
ceived to mercy {. Theſe are notable notiens of faith, 
of juſtice, and of grace l O ſinner, be-notideceived-! 
All ſuch attempts will ſucceed no better than the 
wife of Jereboam did, in feigning ae to. * ano- 
_ perſon, 1 Kings 14. Wen 168 e e 


Thus I think it plainly appears N no \unrenew- 
M foul, truly believes that God is either juſt or 
racious, nor ever will by all the power of moral 
115 z. nothing can produce this faith but that 
| "creating wer that in the beginning ſaid,. Let 
there be. gbt, and there was light. 2 ku. the light 
of the law which Kills all; the Gnoer's vain hopes; 
and then the light of the goſpel, which opens the 
true door of hope through Him who has fulfilled 
the law. Our natural attachment ta our doings, 
the apoſtle; compares to à woman's. being wedded 
to an huſband, whoſe authority is binding upon her 
28 long as they both live; and he obſerves that it 
would be adultery for her to marry another before 
her firſt huſband was dead; from whence he ſhews 
that we cannot be married to Chriſt until the law is 
dead to us, and we to that; and in explaining his 
meaning he is very careful to ſecure the honor of 
* law, that it is. bob, juſt and good z-but- hays 
urety 
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get ready for a re- hearing, and hope then to make 


* 


7 


\ 


ion is dead to the debtor or criminal, ſo 


that a jo lau cannot hurt him for it, any more 
than the dead can hurt the hving 3 hence this death 


or diſſolution of the marriage tie between us and 
e Body of Chriſt. His bearing our 
bedy' on the tree, took away the 
power of the law- to condemn us, and a view of 
our ſins, and of him who” atoned for them, turns 


the law, is by xl 
fins in bis own. 


ehe heart from fin and from ſeeking life by our do- 
ings, to truſt in and unite our hearts with Him who 
is raiſed from the dead, that we ſbould bring forth 
fruit unto God: Our life i is ſtill to be directed by 


the ſame law of love to God and man, only it is 
changed into other hands, we are under law 10 
Ebrift our new huſband. And it is well known' 


that when a woman is married the ﬀhaw muſt come 
vpoh her. huſband for all her debts, and that the is 
eo look to him for all the wants, and to be under 


1 government: So here we are to ſerve him in 


newneſs fs of ſpirit, and vot in the oy” $a the 
lerter. | 


+ 


The oldneſ of the ber 1 lle upon 2096! | 


ing, but gives no,ſtrength to do; the newneſs of 


the ſpirit ſays, as thy days is thy ftreogeh ſhall be ; 
come boldly to the throne of grace for help in time 
of need. The öldneſt of the letter gives no en- 
couragement to come only upon our doing, and 


ſets a flaming ſward in the way of the guilty ; but 
the newneſs of the Tpirit direQs us to take all our. 


encouragement to come, from the merits, oom aſſion, Y 
interceſſion and promiſe of our huſband, Wo has 


* — and * to re the guil- 
ty, 


I Wo "ry hey 
our hope doubifully upon our obedience '; the new-. 
nels of the ſpirit fixes it as an anchor ſure and ſted- 

upon what is within the vail. Leb. 6. 19. Upon 
the. whole, that teaching which enjoins duty upon 


us as the condition of our obtaining favor .of God: 
be that duty called repentance, faith, or Whatever 


it may, is legality z that which would abate the law 
to bring it down to our ability is iojuſtice z. that. 
which tends to releaſe us from our obligation, till al- 
mighty grace appears for our delivetance, is-licen- 
riouſneſs ; but that teaching which opens the holy 
nature and authority of God's law over us, ſhe wing 


haw we are all condemned thereby, and then the 


help there is freely proclaimed: to. every one in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the fullneſs there is in him to en- 
able the believer to perfect holineſs in the fear of 


God, is evangelical z ene yt wo * "Ow | 


herd What he- hears. | e leaf} 


8 copiouſnels of this FRO has als ge 55 
fat: that : m_ walked toa cloſe with, a mort 


Graſs. : 

(FP A To. A er, Ag art. a 9D to 
take the ſolemn Charge of this 8 The 1 
tation we have gained af your bei 
good meaſure, and. called of & } 
gives ſenſible pleafure,, and I can 3 — — 1 


3 55 You, 


welcome. into. theſe labours of Chriſt's yingyard, and 


hope we may be mutual helpers. to each biber, 
doubt nat but the charge of 0 0 1s ſometimes ap-- 
Prat to you an inſuppertable; weight 3 15 N 


bl 


"The g oldack of the od Kr 4 


vr 


„e 


* tog re beg ar angels 70 80 Wor 


vou are to be ſtrong in the grace that is in him. —1 


dence on the 
the continuance of theſe means, and 285 for a 


5 bleffing on the uſe of them. 


And permit we my Brethren | to· lay re” both | 
afficers and members, three points of truth, which, 


Soe. 10 Him, who is 
5 lolfer in his cauſe,” Hence, 


2 


themlelves ; but; ener remember, that the 
—.— of 200 1 upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, and 


have.endeavoured, as | haue been enabled, plainly 
to lay before you. the true nature of preaching the 
1 you be enabled to be faithful 


therein unto the death, and receive a crown of life | 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! 


Secondly, To this dear Church of Chrift.. mi 
then, we rejoice with you this day, to ſee things ſo 
bly ſettled among you after your ſore trials, 


4 — you are like to enjoy the ſtated miniſtra- 


of the divine word and ordinances again: 
Theſe are favors greatly to be* prized and thank- 


fully to be improved; though I hope you will 
never forget the ſenſible experience you have had . 
of the uncertainty of their eontinuance; and ſo 


that you ought always to live with an intire depen- 
great Head of the church, both for 


1 9 85 9 dead you” to FR cer in 00d; 1 


\ _ That a viſible FR ſlang with it's mas RA 
government, is not an nene 17 145 * 
ARR of God. Therefore, | | 


2. That thoſe who. rightly 100 n 
th able and faith 
carry them through all that he calls t hem m 10 Wor 
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a juſt view of theſe truths would prevent pe 
joining to the church when they do not to the Lord. 
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3. There can never be any cuſe one 
1 to deſert this W while BE remain what 
„ | 


Theſe are ſuch ſelf. evident 28 _ it ks. | 
ſeem an affront to your underſtandings to ſtand Jong. 


to prove them, yet through our darkneſs they are 


ſo often forgotten, and that forgetfulneſs is pro- 
ductive of ſo many miſchiefs, that I preſume you 
will not deem it unſcaſonable thus to ſtir up your 
pure minds by way of remembrance. A due re- 
gard to theſe points wo uld prevent what has often 
happened, of perſons joining with a church in ita 


proſperity, and deſerting it in adverſity, being fond 


of comfort, but back ward to do their duty. 1 
rſon 


We read when  Ananias. and his wife were ſtruck, 
dead for their deceit, that of the reſt durſt no man 


Join himſelf 70 tbem; but believers were tbe, more 


added to the Lord, Acts 5. 13, 14. Viewing things, 


in this light would keep people from truſting theit 


religion to their miniſter, without ſeeing with their 
own eyes, on the one hand; or on the other, rifing 
in reſentment againſt them becauſe they will not 
do for gods. Paul ſays, we have this treaſure in 
earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power 


may be of God,” and not of us; and who was ever 


ſo ſtupid as to think a veſſel could feed them with · 
out new ſupplies, or to quatrel with it becauſe they 
fougd it empty. would they not rather. carry it to 


the ſtore that it might be filled again.? Well, my 


Brethren, if you. will do ſo with your miniſters, it 
will Wy "a the true * between * 
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4 man's perſon in admltation becauſe of advantage, 


and eſteeming him highly in love for his works 
ſake. Again, if we are truly joined to the Lord, 


we have a friend at hand to open out gtiefs to, and 


to roll our burdens upon, which may keep us from 


the error of many, who being burdened with their 
| brother, whiſper: it to this, that and the other, in- 


ſtead of acting according to divine rule with him. 
Prov. 25. 9. Matt. 18. 15—17. If we viewed 
Him who walks in the midſt of his churches, with 


eyes like a flame of fire, how would it keep us from 
_ complaining of our brethren, without being faith- 


fol to them? Since he has given clear direction 
therein, how churches are to be faithful to their 
members, and members to churches, that have 
ſtrayed, ſo as either to recover them, or to clear 


our ſelves of them, if they will not be reformed. 


In ſhort, when theſe truths are duly remembred 


they will make miniſters faithful to their people, 


and people faithful to their miniſters, for their obli- 


gations are mutual; and the right performance of 
every duty toward each other, is ſerving the Lord 
Chriſt; and when miniſters view how they owe 


their all ro Him, how gladly will they ſpend and 
be ſpent-in his cauſe ? And the fame view will 
make people as glad to diſcharge their duty towards 


„ Their miniſters, and towards each other. There - 
fore, let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith with- 
out wavering (for he is faithful that promiſed) and 
let us conſider one another to provoke unto love, 
and to good works z not forfaking the aſſembling 

of ourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is; 


but exhgrting one another, and ſo much the more, 
as ye ſee the day approaching! AMEN. 
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